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The Parish Church of St Giles-in-the-Fields in the West End of London 

 

General Information on hiring the Church and Vestry House 

 

General Policy 

§ St Giles-in-the-Fields will not allow the Church to be used for any 

purposes considered contrary to, or blatantly disrespectful of, the 

Christian faith, whether in the content of lyrics or spoken text, or in the 

broader themes of drama and film; where necessary hirers will be asked to 

submit the content of their production in advance. 

§ Hirers must at all times to treat the Church respectfully as a place of 

worship; loud and inappropriate behaviour is not permitted. 

 

Arranging the hiring 

§ All negotiations regarding dates, times and terms of hire must be made 

with The Reverend Alan Carr, Associate Rector, 60 St. Giles High Street, 

London, WC2H 8LG, 020 7240 2532 or 0784 800 8069, 

alancarr17@gmail.com. 

 

Terms of Hire 

§ Hiring the Church for an evening event may include a set-up and 

rehearsal period, followed by a performance time. All performances or 

events must end by 10.30pm, so that the Church can be cleared and locked 

by 11.15pm at the latest. Do not arrive earlier, nor leave later, than agreed 

times. 

§ The hirer is responsible for clearing the church of performers, instruments 

and any additional equipment by 11.45pm, and for leaving the Church in 

a clean and orderly condition. 

§ The church can seat approximately 280 people downstairs. The rear (west 

end) has now been converted to a gathering or standing area. Permission 
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to use the gallery for positioning equipment and / or the audience to be 

seated must be sought in advance. 

§ The hirer must read the Church’s Health and Safety Policy, including 

arrangements for the evacuation of the building in the event of fire. 

§ Permission must be sought for photography, recording or filming which 

may be used for commercial or promotional purposes. 

§ All instruments, equipment and personal belongings are brought into St 

Giles at the owner’s risk. All commercial concert promoters must carry 

public liability insurance of £2 million. All belongings must be kept safely 

at all times; it is not possible for the church to guarantee their security. The 

church is fitted with CTV recording cameras. 

§ The Church has disabled access downstairs, and a disabled-access toilet. 

§ The church piano is available for use during rehearsals and concerts. It 

must be handled with care at all times, and returned to its storage position 

at the end of use. It is regularly tuned, but you may have it separately 

tuned for a specific concert if arranged in advance. 

§ If a musical event requires the use of the organ, the church’s organist and 

director of music must first be consulted. The church organist is entitled to 

a fee whether he plays or not.  

§ If heavy equipment is to be used the floor of the chancel (between the 

choir stalls) must be covered using the floor covering provided for this 

purpose. The sanctuary (the area beyond the wooden kneeling rails) 

cannot be used without permission. No furniture can be moved without 

permission and no permanent fixtures can be moved. 

§ Sales of tickets and advertising are wholly the responsibility of the hirer. 

Large-scale posters can be placed for a limited period on the Church’s 

railings with permission. 

§ Smoking, eating, drinking, using mobile phones, shouting or in any way 

misbehaving during rehearsal or performance times are not permitted in 

the church building. It is possible to eat and drink in the entrance foyers 
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where folding tables can be set up. The church will remain open for 

visitors during day-time rehearsal times, unless permission to close the 

church has been given. No liquids, powders, or any other substance are to 

be used in the course of any event. 

§ Changing facilities, and a refreshment space, can be made available in the 

adjoining Vestry House for an additional fee if available and requested. 

§ A representative of St Giles will ensure that all entrances are open on 

arrival and are closed at the conclusion of the event. For larger events 

hirers will be charged for the services of a steward appointed by the 

church to carry out these tasks, and to be on site during the event. 

§ Up to two cars or small vans may be parked in the in the churchyard 

forecourt, after prior agreement. 

§ Fees can be found on a separate page. 


